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Patron and Emeritus Chair

He is the founder of The Coalition for Food and Nutrition Security. His
work focused on the role of technology for addressing the issues and
challenges like malnutrition, climate change and hunger. Popularly
known as the “Father of Indian Green Revolution,” he was successful in
introducing and developing high yield varieties of wheat in India which
transformed Indian agriculture and the food scenario of the country.
He was posthumously conferred with the prestigious Bharat Ratna
Award.
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Prof. M.S.
Swaminathan
(till 28th September, 2023)
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As we come to the end of another year of meaningful work, I would like to reflect on the continued
progress of the activities of the Coalition for Food and Nutrition Security. Working with full dedication
to address the pressing challenges of food and nutrition security, the past year has been a testament
to our collective resolve stiving to achieving our vision, working together with all those committed to
better the state of food and nutrition security of the needy.

During the year CFNS collaborated with various government and non-government organizations and
convened meetings, dialogues, and discussions with policy makers on building a shared narrative and
consensus for adoption of a community- based programme approach for prevention and
management of growth faltering. CFNS worked in tandem with state UNICEF teams for joint advocacy
with the Government counterparts and other key stakeholders. The initiative has been carried out in
Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Telangana and Chhattisgarh. 

Recognizing that Nutrition Security will be elusive without Food Security, the CFNS aligned with its
mission and vision has decided to support and catalyse interventions that produce more nutritious
food and increase farmers’ income. Millets, Dairy, Horticultural produce and other food commodities
rich in nutrition are the focus of CFNS intervention. CFNS has decided to activate an exclusive vertical
for promoting Framer Producer Organizations with these objectives. 

The Coalition is actively pursuing partnership with the Department of Agriculture, Odisha to work
together towards the building of the FPO ecosystem and Department of Agriculture Assam to work
together towards reviving millets and focus on generating additional income and providing nutritional
security of the farmers of Assam,covering several potential millet growing areas of the state.

The Coalition has been engaging with top CSR entities and is in dialogue with public and private sector
organizations to support action research projects to address the food and nutrition security issues to
complement the government projects and programmes.

As we embark on a new year, we remain committed to deepening our partnerships with governments,
civil society, and the private sector to amplify our impact and attain our shared vision “to achieve
sustainable food and nutrition security for all.” 

None of our accomplishments would have been possible without the unwavering dedication and hard
work of our coalition members, partners, and staff. I extend my deepest gratitude to all of you for your
relentless efforts and passion for this cause. I would also like to thank our donors, stakeholders, and the
communities we serve for their continued trust and collaboration.

As we move forward, let us remain focused on our mission and inspired by the lives we have touched.
Together, we will continue to pave the way for a future where every individual has access to the
nutrition they need to thrive. The road ahead is long, but our collective strength and shared vision give
me great confidence in the impact we can achieve.

In sincere appreciation,
Bhaskar Barua 
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Mr. Bhaskar Barua
Chairman of the Governing
Board
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Governing board

MR. BHASKAR BARUA,

DR. SARLA GOPALAN

MR. NILAMADHAB PRUSTY

BOARD CHAIR

BOARD MEMBER (TILL 24TH JUNE, 2023

BOARD VICE CHAIR

Mr. Bhaskar Barua is the Chairman of the Coalition for Food and Nutrition
Security. He is the Former Secretary to the Government of India and a
member (Non-Official) of Assam State Disaster Management Authority,
Government of Assam. His commitment is towards value-based
governance, transparency, inclusive approach to coalition building,
advocacy for strategic convergence for sustainable food and nutrition
security in India. He has a deep understanding and knowledge about the
working of government systems. His long and incomparable experience
and expertise is highly valued for the Coalition and we wish to take our
agenda of sustainable food and nutrition security forward under his
competent guidance and leadership.

Dr. Sarala Gopalan is a retired IAS officer who has extensively worked on issues of
gender and social development. As special emissary in India of UNICEF, UNIFEM and
UNFPA, she has worked on issues relating to "violence against women" and creation of
"gender data base". Her last position held was Secretary for Women and Child
Development in the Ministry of HRD, Government of Inida. Besides, she was in the
Governing Board of several organizations. She has organised village communities in
Kerala to execute infrastructure projects and facilitated bank loans for women to
undertake income generation activities. Moreover, she has organised women in agro-
processing and facilitated various studies and action programmes. Ms.Gopalan has
also planned rehabilitation of people displaced due to infrastructure projects and
Natural Calamities by providing them alternative land and housing facilities,
organised industries and overseen implementation of rural development programmes
of the Government of India. She has also worked for artisans in the handicraft sector
and established the Kerala state Handicrafts Development Corporation and the Kerala
State Bamboo Development Corporation. Also, she has introduced transport to fisher-
women of Trivandrum which later ushered in the Fisher women special buses. Sarala
Gopalan has published four books and written several papers on various issues.

Mr. NilamadhabPrusty, Board Vice Chair; is a recipient of Global Best
Practice award for Innovation in Social Housing and finalist for the
NASSCOM Foundation’s Tech for Social Good innovation award, the Hubert
Humphrey Fellowship and Ramon Magsaysay Award.
He has a distinguished career spanning over 45 years in Government,
Corporate, International Development Agencies and NGOs both national
and international. He had the privilege of getting mentored by legendary
leaders like late Dr. V G Patel and late Dr. V Kurien.
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MR. RANGLAL JAMUDA

 MR. M RAMESH BABU

DR.  JOYKRUSHNA JENA

BOARD SECRETARY

BOARD TREASURER

BOARD MEMBER

Mr Ranglal Jamuda is a distinguished IAS officer and retired Secretary,
Government of India. He worked for about 35 Years in the Government
both State and central to discharge functions in important sectors like
Agriculture, Education, Energy, Industry, Land Revenue, Rural
Development, Food Processing. After superannuation, he became the
first chairperson of the Odisha State Food Commission constituted
under the National Food Security Act -2013 for a term of 3 years.

Mr. M. Ramesh Babu has been in the development and disaster
management fields for over 25 years. He is the Executive Director of
EFICOR, a national relief and development organization, based in New Delhi.
He has vast field implementation experience in the thematic areas of
Livelihood, Maternal and Child health, Disaster Risk Reduction and Urban
resilience. He has been part of the senior management for the last one
decade and now heads the organization which is reputed and certified by
the Core Humanitarian Standards (CHS). His experience of field
management and advocacy will greatly add value to the coalition in taking
the food and nutrition security agenda forward to help the poor and
socially excluded.
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Dr. Jena is the Director, ICAR-National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources
(NBFGR) India. He has served as DDG (Fisheries Science) and DDG (Animal
Science), ICAR. He has worked in different aspects of freshwater aquaculture
and contributed to development of several technologies and research
findings, viz., Technology of multiple cropping of carps with two crops in a year
showing at least by 30% reduction of input expenditure; Development of
technology of intensive carp culture with production levels of 10-15
tonnes/ha/year; Development of technology of treatment of domestic sewage
throughaquaculture, Cryopreservation of milt of both temperate and tropical
fish species; Development of low input-based carp culture; Diversification of
carp culture with mediumcarps; Researches on freshwater pearl culture
including the aspects of tissue culture for invitro pearl production; Evaluation
of the role of aeration for enhancing production under carpculture; Rearing of
spawn at higher densities up to 30 million/ha and several studies relatingto
nursery rearing of fry and raising fingerlings in rearing systems; Development
of technology of breeding of diversified carp species; Development of diet for
nursery rearingof carp spawn; Genetic stock characterization of commercially
important fishes: Speciesconservation; and Fish genomics.
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DR. RAMESH CHANDRA PANDA (TILL JAN,
2024)

MR. TILAK RAJ (TILL JAN, 2024)

BOARD MEMBER 

BOARD MEMBER

Dr R.C. Panda, is a distinguished IAS officer and retired Secretary,
Government of India, and Member of Executive Committee of POSHAN
Abhiyaan. Dr Panda has provided thought leadership to India’s Jal Jeevan
Mission, Clean India Mission and Total Sanitation Campaigns. He has
extensive experience in steering Dairy and Oil seeds Cooperatives
movement and social business model under the aegis of National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB) and has been conferred with Bharat Gourab
Samman for his contribution in Social Business Cooperative in dairy and
vegetable oil sector. As Former Secretary, Ministry of Heavy Industries and
Public Enterprises and Member, Central Administrative Tribunal, he has
championed corporate governance and CSR Models in the social
development sector. He has authored various research articles and
publications.

Prof. Tilak Raj Sharma is a well-known Plant Molecular Biologist, is presently
leading the Indian agriculture sector as Deputy Director General (Crop
Science), ICAR, Government of India. Earlier he contributed in the
establishment and development of several prominent Indian institutes like
National Agri-Food Biotechnology Institute, Mohali (Executive Director),
Center of Innovative and Applied Bioprocessing (Chief Executive Officer),
National Institute for Plant Biotechnology (Project Director) and Indian
Institute of Agricultural Biotechnology (OSD).
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MR. GEOFFREY NINGTHOUJAM
BOARD MEMBER 
Mr.Geoffery Ningthoujam is an IAS and Secretary to Chief Minister Manipur
and Commisioner cum Secretary (Government of Manipur).
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BOARD MEMBER
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C. Arthur Worchuiyo, is part of the Indian Administrative Service (2007 Batch),
Manipur Cadre. Presently, he is Secretary to Government of Manipur,
Department of Minor Irrigation, Special Secretary to Government of Manipur
Department of Tribal Affairs & Hills, Director- Tribal Affairs & Hills, Manipur,
Director, Tribal Research Institute (TRI), Manipur, OSD to Chief Secretary for
Skill Development, Managing Director-Manipur Tribal Development Corporation
Limited, Manipur.

Mr. C. Arthur Worchuiyo (TILL JAN, 2024)
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CFNS EXECUTIVE TEAM 

Mr. Sriram Singh 
Dr. Manisha Pandit 

OFFICE SUPPORT
Mr. Nar Bahadur Thapa

PROGRAM TEAM

Mr. Sanjeev Nayak 

Ms. Shreya Parashar 
Mr. Bhupesh Bhupak 

Mr. Rajesh Verma 

Meet Our
Team

REPRESENTATIVES IN THE GOVERNING BOARD FROM:

INDIAN COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURE RESEARCH, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
DIRECTORATE OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS AND HILLS, GOVERNMENT OF MANIPUR 

Mr. Bighnaraj Behera 

Mr. Sachin Upadhyay 
Ms. Palak Diwan 
Dr. Ritika Rupal
Mr. Rakesh Gupta
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The Coalition aims to raise
awareness, foster collaboration,
and advocate for improved
programmes to achieve
sustainable food and nutrition
security in India.

Achievement of sustainable food
and nutrition security for all

Our values
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Conviction and courage: Critically engaging with public policy and taking
professional positions on issues of public health, food and  nutrition
security.
Evidence-based Agenda: Committed to setting an agenda based on rational
findings, such as backing scientific evidences and has the potential of being
scaled up across cultural contexts
Equity and Diversity” Building an inclusive Coalition across India and giving equal
space to each member regardless of size, capacity, or position
Democratic Discourse: Engaging with multiple stakeholders from the government,
civil society, and private sector transparently and collaboratively, giving all voices
a space for the greater good
Result driven: Demonstrate results at scale, backed by quality and excellence.
Accountability: Being fully compliant to regulatory and other policy frameworks.

Vision

Mission
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CFNS Strategy
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Introduction

The Coalition in its second decade is a platform for members to collaborate and achieve
the common vision of “sustainable food and nutrition security for all.” Unique and
unparalleled, the Coalition has elected a Governing Board which includes senior
functionaries from the Government of India, State governments and eminent civil
society leaders.
The Coalition has the inherent strength as a public interest-oriented organisation to
transform the food and nutrition landscape. This strategy aims to transform the
country’s nutrition scenario through collective action, keeping sustainability as the key
approach, placing women and girls in the forefront. The methodology involves a series of
consultations, in- depth interviews, feedback from the thought leaders and practitioners
from across India and the world, discussion and approval in the General Body. 
The Coalition functions as a knowledge aggregator, collating existing research coupled
with on-field programs, and transferring the knowledge to partners and stakeholders.
The Coalition strategy involves collaboration, influencing policy for improving state
accountability vis-a-vis SDG targets, and providing informed choices on policy reforms,
breakthrough research, and strategic priorities in its pursuit of evidence-based
advocacy. These have been achieved by sustained and inclusive membership
engagement, knowledge management designed for advocacy and to catalyse social
behaviour change.

Our strategy for the next 5 years will be to ensure that sustainable food and nutrition is a
priority agenda not only for the government, civil society and other development actors,
but also for the socially responsible businesses, media, aid agencies and citizens at large,
particularly the women and girls. Guided by the belief that women play a strategic role in
protecting food and nutrition sovereignty, we will work to empower women with
research backed information, tools and methods to bring changes in their human
conditions and social positions. The Coalition will be guided by the concern that even as
the increasing food demand is met, the natural resources will be used responsibly.
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Highlights of the year 2023-2024

The state consultation on the theme
“Addressing Maternal Nutrition & Management
of Low Birth Weight in Odisha” was organized
by CFNS in collaboration with UNICEF and
CYSD. Several Government representatives,
development partners, CSR heads, civil society
organizations and academic and research
institutes participated in the state roundtable.
Shri Abanikant Sahoo, Chairperson Odisha
State Food Commission was the Chief Guest.
Recommendations of the round table were
finalised and shared with the Chief Secretary
and Principal Secretary, Department of Health
and Department of Women and Child
Development, Odisha. 

CFNS Madhya PradeshChapter organized a State
Round Table on “Dissemination of Best Practices
of Community based management of severe
acute malnutrition” on 19th January   2024 . The
objective of the roundtable was toacknowledge
the importance of sharing successful
experiences and disseminating best practices to
enhance the collective responseto children with
SAM by facilitating an exchange of effective
strategies among participants including
government departments, CSOs, CSRs, NGOs,
and  Development Partners. During the
roundtable, key insightsinto best practiceswere
presented by the Government of Rajasthan and
Odisha, GIZ Maharashtra, development
partnersAmerican India Foundation and Darshna
MahilaKalyan Samiti of Madhya Pradesh,and the
National Institute of Nutrition, Telangana. The
consultation was attended by the senior officials
from the Department of Women and Child
Development (DWCD) and Department of
Health,  Madhya Pradesh. Draft
recommendations were jointly finalised with
UNICEF and the same was shared with the
Coalition members for their input before sharing
with the Government of Madhya Pradesh. .

Policy Dialogues/Round Tables/Consultations

1.Odisha Round Table conducted on  7 August, 2023

2.Madhya Pradesh Round Table conducted on 19 January , 2024

11



CFNS Rajasthan Chapter organized a State
Round Table on 15th February 2024 on the topic
“Enhancing Protein content through milk-based
protein for SAM in Rajasthan”. Under the
chairmanship of Dr. Mohan Lal Yadav IAS,
Secretary WCD Department Government of
Rajasthan Government, the roundtable was
aimed to facilitate discussions and initiatives
for the pressing issue. During the event
development partners such as Jhpiego, Ipas,
Nutrition International,, Dhara Sansthan,
Vatsalya, World Food Program, Praytana
Sanstha, IPE Global, Action Against Hunger,
Additional Director ICDS Mr. Rajmal Verma,
Deputy Director Dr. Manju Yadav, Disha Samit
NGO, Center of Excellence(COE) and other
development partners participated in the
Round Table. Apart from this various
government representatives from Gujrat,
Odisha, Jharkhand and Telangana participated
in the deliberations. Draft recommendations
were finalized by the CFNS team and shared
with UNICEF for their input. 
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 3.Rajasthan Round Table conducted on 15 February, 2024

4. Facilitation of the Odisha Vikash Conclave-2023 held
on 6th-8th December, 2023

CFNS Odisha Chapter led the Technical
Thematic Session on Health & Nutrition in
Odisha Vikash Conclave -2023. The theme of
the Odisha Vikash Conclave was “Demographic
& Development Transition in Odisha: 2036”.
CFNS developed the policy brief, with some key
policy asks for combating malnutrition and
addressing maternal child and adolescent
health & nutrition issues. 
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CFNS team in collaboration with UNICEF and
I4N worked on conceptualizing and designing a
policy brief (flyer) “Collaborating for improving
nutrition scenario: Taking forward the vision of
POSHAN 2.0” that was released in the national
round table “Investment case for Nutrition in
Aspirational Blocks” organized by
IMPAct4Nutrition, UNICEF along with IICA, CFNS
and , CIFF on 17th November 2023 in New Delhi. 
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5. National CSR Consultation

CFNS Jharkhand Chapter facilitated and hosted
the partners meet on ‘Strengthening Nutrition
Together: A Collaborative Approach for CMAM
SAMMAR in Jharkhand’ on22nd December ‘23.
The discussions in the partners meet
emphasised on the need to

familiarize stakeholders with national CMAM
guidelines to ensure a unified understanding
of recommended approaches, 

1.

Identify and assess key stakeholders
involved in food and nutrition security to
develop effective partnerships and
coordination mechanisms.

2.

 Facilitate the integration of new
organizations into the CMAM SAMMAR
program through orientation and support. 

3.

6. Facilitation of Partners meeting in Jharkhand
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CFNS engaged with the Department of
Agriculture, Government of Odisha to jointly
work towards strengthening OMM’s
initiatives, disseminating case studies for
replication and scale up at national level and
among other states, empowering tribal
women farmers and small holder farmers ,
facilitate building Millet led Local Food
System, capacity building & Institutional
development support and extending
catalyst services for creating and
strengthening sustainable Farmer Producer
Organizations. 

1.

CFNS engaged with the Department of
Agriculture, Government of Assam to jointly
work in collaboration, along with  Watershed
SupportServices and Activity Network
(WASSAN) on the comprehensiverevival of
Millets under Assam Millets Mission.

2.

CFNS team facilitated a training session on   
Institutional Building Approach for the  
Board Members and filed functionaries of
Grihaluxmi Cooperative along with officials
of Tata Steel Foundation and Access
Development. It was a two-day
workshoporganized by Tata Steel
Foundation with the objectiveto enable the
participants to recognizeand commit to
adopting the ‘Institution BuildingApproach’
rather thanproject mode in creating a
member-owned enterprise.

3.

CFNS team visited Deepak Foundation in
Vadodara, Gujarat for programme
expansion to explore the opportunities in
food and nutrition security. A large group
interactive process was held  with the Chief
Executive Officers & the Board of Directors
of 12 FPOs (both Farmer Producer
Companies and Farmer Co- operatives).
CFNS and DeepakFoundation agreed to
work togetherto strengthen the FPO’s
promoted by Deepak Foundation. Deepak
Foundation has also agreed to host the  
CFNS GujaratChapter.  

4.

CFNS Odisha chapter initiated its efforts
towards collaborative action with National
Rice Research Institute, Cuttack for joint
and convergent action in terms of
developing knowledge products and
documenting success stories. A draft MoU
was prepared and shared with NRRI for
consideration 

5.
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7. Collaborations 
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CFNS undertook a qualitative study on Multi-sectoral Approach in Nutri-Smart Communities
of Sheopur and Chhatarpur District of Madhya Pradesh. The objective of the study was to
assess a portfolio of sustainable agricultural practices and interventions in selected
locations that serve as Nutri-Smart villages. The study investigates the replicability and
scalability of the model “Nutri-Smart Community” which can lead further to promote
proven Nutri-smart intervention approaches that the community can select for their
specific agro-ecological zones.

1.

CFNS shared the findings of the qualitative study on Multi-sectoral Approach in Nutri-Smart
Communities of Sheopur and Chhatarpur District of Madhya Pradesh in the National
Conference on  Farms, Not Pharmacy: A Systems Approach to Nutrition Security organized
by Welt Hunger Hlife on 29th Feburary, 2024. 

2.
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Evidence Supported Research

CFNS Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Telangana and Jharkhand chapters conducted a
need assessment study to identify the gaps and challenges in addressing growth faltering
in the respectives states. The study looked at the trends and district wise disparities of
child undernutrition in the above mentioned states. 

District Need Assessment Study
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Other Activities

CFNS national team organized a webinar on the theme "Enabling a Safer Environment for
Breastfeeding” on 4th August, 2023. 

1.

CFNS Odisha chapter organized a webinar to celebrate the National Nutrition Month on 8th
September on the theme “Nutrition for All: Together Towards a Healthy India”. 

2.

CFNS Odisha Chapter organized a webinar on 16th October, 2023 World Food Day on the theme
“Water is Life, Water is Food: Leave no one behind.” The objective of the webinar was to engage
multi stakeholders and push them to create evidence on food insecurity, poverty and addressing
hunger in Odisha through policy reflections. 

3.

CFNS organized three lectures under the Lecture Series on “Producer Company: An Innovative
Institutional Framework for Sustainable and Scalable Farmer Owned Enterprises”.

4.

CFNS was invited by the Government of Odisha to participate in the International Convention on
Millets in the year 2023, the International Year of Millet. CFNS emphasized on the need for a
collaborative approach of the three key actors namely Samaaj, Sarkar and Bazaar for promoting
millet (SriAnna) as super food. 

5.

The Working Group deliberation on Food Security and Climate Change was held on 5th October,
2023 at the EFFICOR Office in Delhi. The group deliberated on the pressing climate issues and its
impact on food and nutrition security

Membership Engagement :14 new members  which included 11 institutions and 3 individuals took
membership of CFNS.

1.

Orientation of CFNS team : CFNS team organized an orientation on the theme “Re- imagining
Food and Nutrition Security”. The objective of the orientation programme was to understand the
food and nutrition landscape across the country and the members expectations from CFNS. 

2.

Working Group Delibertaion

Coalition Building
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Thank You!

www.nutritioncoalition.org.in

Let's Get In Touch
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2nd Floor, PSP Pocket,
Plot No.7, Sector 8
Dwarka, Dwarka, New
Delhi, Delhi 110077

+91(0) 11 41058548
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